
Your Excellency, Dr Edgar Chagwa Lungu, President of the Republic of Zambia, 

 

I have the great pleasure to extend to you the warm greetings of H.E. Mr Emmanuel Macron, President of the 

French Republic, and of the French people. 

 

At the end of this ceremony, I will have the honour to become the 20th French Ambassador to Zambia since the 

independence of your country in 1964. I will thus enjoy the privilege of belonging to an already long line of envoys 

of the French Republic to your country, all dedicated to the strengthening of the relationship between France and 

Zambia.  

 

It is the fourth time a head of State of my country bestows upon me the high responsibility to represent the French 

Republic in a foreign country, after serving as Head of mission in Burkina Faso between October 2006 and October 

2010, in Madagascar from January 2013 to September 2015, and in Eritrea from November 2016 to October 2020. 

 

Please be assured, Your Excellency, that I will endeavour to apply the best of my skills and of my experience to 

the deepening and the widening of the already thriving relations between France and Zambia. 

 

Separated by 7.000 km, France and Zambia are geographically far apart, and the number of French citizens living 

in Zambia as well as the number of Zambian citizens living in France are modest — a few hundreds, in both cases.  

 

These geographical and demographic characteristics have certainly impeded the development of bilateral relations, 

thus preventing them to reach the level which both French and Zambian leaders would have wished. For my part, 

I would not dispute the fact that more can and should be done to promote a deeper interaction between our two 

countries. 

 

Several elements, Your Excellency, make me believe that to achieve such an aim is within our reach. 

 

The first element is our common attachment to the cause of democracy. Both France and Zambia cherish 

democratic values, which, in both countries, prevailed after a long struggle and immense sacrifices. 

 

The second element lies in our common belief in the virtues of cultural interaction. In this respect, I would like to 

lay the emphasis on the eminent role played by both the Alliance Française and the Ecole Française. The Alliance 

Française, on the one hand, is the oldest foreign cultural institution in Zambia, and I am pleased to say that it has 

recently undergone a profound modernization of its programmes and of its facilities. The Ecole Française, on the 

other hand, entertains the ambition of dramatically expanding its reach through the opening of middle school and 

high school classes. In this perspective, it is currently attempting, in due concertation with the ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, to identify a new ground to support that ambition. Altogether, both the Alliance Française and the Ecole 

Française testify to the depth of our involvement in the field of cultural interaction. 

 

The third element is our joint dedication to the great cause of development. In this regard, the permanent presence 

in Lusaka of a representative of Agence Française de Développement, responsible for overseeing a loans and 

grants portfolio of over 250 M€, mainly in the fields of energy, water and sanitation, is the living testimony of this 

attachment. 

 

The fourth element lies in the dynamism of our economies, a dynamism best illustrated by the endeavours of a 

small but vibrant French business community. This business community is embodied by young and dynamic men 

and women, all eager to contribute to a bright future, not only for themselves, but also for the benefit of the next 

generation. They are working hard here, in your country, with the ambition to serve the medium- and long-term 

prosperity of both France and Zambia. 

 

There is thus, Your Excellency, in all those dimensions, a lot on which France and Zambia can build upon, and a 

solid ground on which we can jointly aim, both higher and further. 

 

To make this happen, France stands ready, in the weeks, months, years and decades ahead, to act, towards and 

with Zambia, as a dedicated, dynamic, efficient and reliable partner. 

 

With this perspective in mind, I have the honour, Your Excellency, to present to you the letter of recall of my 

predecessor and my letter of credence. 


